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TWO LUDICROUS blunders -
- and. what Sir Harold -Wilson -

“’saw- as a constant whispering

campaign against himself, his .
personal _ . entourage 7" and
Labour  Ministers . led

“former Prime Minister ~ to -
“doubt : “the - competence . and

- Igyalty+of - MIS " durin
" premiership. B

g-.;hls;

. Evidence with. THE OBSER-

““'yER shows that on two separate

“occasions MI5 formally. advised
_Wilson that, contrary-to-their

B

‘personal declarations, two of
his ‘Ministers had connections,

- with ‘Warsaw _Pact countries.

:Both these charges proved 1o~
"‘be almost comical cases of mis--
“taken identity.

: notes of thuse

‘others ~thex had. with i
*-Harold’s potitical . ‘secretai¥s:
Ladyv Falkendele i e

smaterial does hf :
“the considered views ot the

o

$-former Prime Minister.

“At one point,
_MIS5, called in by Wilson to
- explain what the Prime Mini-
“ster believed to be continued
.‘'smears against himself and his
_close colleagues, confirmed
" the existence of an anti-Labour

" element within the service.

the head .oE-

" Sir Harold’s suspicionsiwere
voiced in a longiseries of mce
<ings-—~with

1o - journalisisy

. Barrie Penros<;"35;and ROSSI5

- Courtiour, 36. Who, at the start:

of their meetings in May lest.

- year, were worXing under {+>8-
lance contruct
They have sice made &'
‘able tg Tui

ail-

“We have Pa

hiécked this material. While
e cannot be corTER whethrer
_Sir‘Harold was justfied in his
‘suspicions about MIS or was
“merely over-redCling to a
‘serjes of u ncomnected  inci-
“dents, we are watisfied that the
} Faithfully retlect

Fhe first laise: allegation
abour a Minister

for the s8C..

OBSERVER their.
‘meetings 4nd;

Ainstakingly |

-Royal Navy and would have
- had access to top secrets.” A

. Labour. Partv’s rising star for

occurred in |
. acquitted at the Old Bailey. of

Epro{)ed
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the |, B8

#1969, 'when'
,Losef Frolik;
mericans in Beirut. He told
the CIA, who passed it on to
their British. ccunterpart, that
._,_t}u'ee Lubour MPs were regiu-
Tarly sgpplying a Czech intelli-
gence oificer in London with
secret’ intormation. Two, were
named -as  John -Stonehouse
and 'Will Owea, the MP for
Morpeth; the third was never
identifi t L : 1
Stonehouse |

o ey — RS

‘was:

~‘when, - shortly - after . Frolik’s
".defection, the head of MI5 had
> one of his rare private meet-:
ings with Wilson—it took place
at - Chequers—to_ relay ‘the
information the Czech had
passed on, he muddled Will
Owen with Dr David Owen,
_now the Foreign Secretary. At
"that time Dr Owen was Under-
‘Secretary of State for the

few days later, MI5 confessed
‘ that they had mistaken the

the elderly backbencher Willy

QOwen.
In May 1970, Owen was

passing State secrets to the

Czechs. although he admitted |

—

‘ as.  subse
., suéntly cleared -by  MI5, but
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Czech "defec‘t-or:‘return to power in 1974. In 1 the accompanyu{g
awent over to the

July of that year MIS told the
Prime Minister that they had

Mrs Judith Hart and her hus-
band had attended .a: Com-:
fnunist meeting in:an. East
European capital. - Mrs Hart’
stands on the left of the;
Labour Party, and at that time”
had been Minister for Overseas:
Development for four months.’
.-2The *®documentary- - evi-:
dence * referred to was a cuts’
ting from the Daily Worker of
14 November 1950, at] the!
height of the Korean War. It
was a story about a British)
Communist delegation l3ying
a © wreath for peace’ at acere-
ony ia Sheficld befcre! isit-
ing Warsaw. What had; hap-
pened was that the British
Government had prohibi;ted a
zroup of overseas Comint nists,
Who had been motor-cycling
across Europe with a ‘/peace
baton,” from - enterin: the
country. Becavse of th.e ban,
the ' British delegation was to
join them in \'Varsaw_‘I The.
story. was accompanied by a
rather blurred photograph of
a young woman in overd Is lay-

inisters wroiigly suspected.
aving Communist- connections.:

[ty

¢ documentary evidence’ that’

by..

-
¢ Mr
Tudor Hart® This cutting ‘ha

tion she was named T

remained in the securit file 0
the Minister, Mrs Judiih Har
since her early involvement i
politics as a menmiber of ‘th
labour Party at -Paikston
near Poole, where her husban
worked as an .Admicilty 1
search scientist. .
" In fact,.the Mrs Hart it r
ferred to. was the wif ‘of
Tudor Hart, a prominefit me
ber of the British Copmunt
Party, who at “that ti
livine in North Ke singro
Mrs Hart, whose firstname.
Joyce, was born Sou
Africa She had metjher hu
band four monihs before at
Communist confergnce
Yrzgue and agreed t lay t
wreath ©to please hm.” S
lefi the party in 1956] after t
Savier supprossion| of 1
Hugarian uprisiag, s nd part
ére 1 ker husband if 1963,
" €he now lives at §f Mona
in fifeshire and sayyshe voi
Corservative. Shelpd noid
tha: she had ever d
saarveillance or con
ihe Labour Ministef.

jng the wreath at the Shefficld
ceremony. - - Ao

receiving £2.300 from them in
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